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PARISH NEWS & VIEWS
Parish Clerk - Andrew Potter - 07979 030571

Email: clerk@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk.
Web: www.froyleparishcouncil.org.uk

Froyle Parish Council (FPC) news round-up
Froyle Parish Council met on 13th January and despite the howling gale and lashing rain
were pleased to welcome a number of village residents to the meeting. Various concerns
and suggestions for the provision of village facilities were raised - an additional dog poo
bin on the Rec., roadside litter especially on the A31, parking on the footpath by the Village
Hall and establishing a community shop in the refurbished football hut. The PC was
grateful to have these matters brought to their attention and pleased to take them up with
the relevant authorities on behalf of residents.

EHDC will be contacted to provide an additional dog poo bin if a location can be identified
that is accessible from Westburn Fields by collection vehicles. Froyle residents’ litter patrols
are already established to pick along the verges of lanes through the village but there are
some areas which are not presently covered especially in Upper Froyle. Any volunteers
to join litter patrols should contact the Parish Clerk but all residents are encouraged
to take a carrier bag and pick up any litter that they come across when walking
around the village. With respect to the A31 litter, this is believed to come from Veolia
lorries that are not properly netted. The matter has been raised with Hampshire Highways,
who litter pick twice a year, and Veolia who deny responsibility. To be able to pursue this
issue the PC needs photographic, preferably video, evidence. Residents are asked to
help the PC to address this matter by raising public awareness, including writing
to the Alton Herald and their elected representatives. Any photographic evidence
of litter being blown from rubbish trucks should be sent to the Parish Clerk so the
PC can bring to the attention of Veolia. Finally, residents are requested not to park on
the footpath downhill from the Village Hall as this causes danger to young and old who
are forced to walk on the road. The issue will also be raised with the Village Hall Committee.

As reported in the December magazine, plans are being formulated by the PC to refurbish
the football hut. When complete, the building will provide space and facilities to support
community activities both indoors and outdoors on the Rec. Details will be provided for
resident comment in the coming weeks. The PC was made aware of a campaign that has
been started by a resident to set up a community shop in this space. Many residents will
recall that provision of a community shop was considered as part of the Parish Plan in
2013. A study into the viability of a community shop was undertaken by a residents’ project
team who sought input from advisors who specialise in setting up such shops, prospective
managers regarding its commercial viability and the availability of volunteers to staff it.
After significant effort over a number of months, the team concluded that a viable solution



could not be found and the PC supported this outcome. Many residents also expressed
concern that a shop in Froyle could threaten the survival of existing local businesses in
particular the Bentley shop and post office. The PC welcomes discussion about a shop
being opened again but would need to be convinced that the conclusions of the earlier
study had fundamentally changed to support a shop as PC funds are not available to set
up and support a commercial enterprise. A commitment was made by the PC to
reconsider provision of a shop in the community space in the refurbished building
if sufficient demand from residents, including volunteers to serve in the shop, could
be demonstrated.

Around the village - the recent wet weather has raised groundwater levels creating a risk
of flooding and placing more urgency on the work being undertaken by the PC with
landowners to improve waterflows through the ditches around the village. The PC has
written to Savills and Froyle Park regarding the safeguarding of the existing access rights
to the Gid Lane wildlife pond if the parkland is sold. No reply has been received to date.
Pressure continues to be placed on the developer of the White House via EHDC to reinstate
the ‘listed’ wall and clear building rubbish from the walled garden in Upper Froyle.

Resident safety and wellbeing - the coordinator of the Froyle Neighbourhood Watch
scheme has indicated their readiness to step down and a new coordinator is now being
sought (see article in this issue). Please contact the Parish Clerk if interested. There has
been an alert from Hampshire Constabulary about ‘Courier Fraud’ where fraudsters
purporting to be a police officer who states that there is an issue with your bank card then
asks you to withdraw a large amount of money and hand this over as evidence. The Police
will never ask you to withdraw money and hand it over.

Did you know that your car must be registered online at https://www.hants.gov.uk/vehicle-
registration-hwrc in order to take rubbish to a waste recycling facility in future. The
form is easy to complete and if you try to enter a facility such as in Alton with a vehicle
that has not been registered after the scheme becomes operational in the next few weeks
then a charge will be made.

Do you Love Trees? Become a Tree Warden! EHDC is relaunching a tree warden
scheme and looking to recruit volunteers willing to take on tasks to protect and nurture
the district’s trees. A meeting to describe the role is being held at 19.30 on 27 January in
the Rose Room, Festival Hall, Petersfield and more information is available from Kevin
Peters (EHDC Arboricultural Officer) at Kevin.Peters@havant.gov.uk or 02392 446485.

The next meeting of Froyle Parish Council is at 19.45 in the Village Hall on 10 February
2020. All residents are welcome to attend.
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Hiring the Village Hall

The general rule is please leave the hall in the condition you found it, or better, as it
is not always possible to clean the hall between bookings. Please take all your rubbish
with you as there is insufficient bin space for two weeks’ accumulation. If you wish to
use the dishwasher, follow the instructions and remember to rinse the plates first.
Before you leave, check the loos are clean, stack the tables and chairs correctly, make
sure the floor is swept, close and lock all the windows and French doors, draw the
curtains back, turn off the water heater and switch off all the lights. Double lock the
front door. Please return the key to the key safe which is located to the right of the
front door by the down pipe. Do this as soon as the session has ended because the
key may be needed early the next morning.

If you have any comments, suggestions or complaints about the hall other than
bookings please let me know. Further information about the hall can be found at
www.froylevillagehall.co.uk

Nick Whines (23130) - secretary@froylevillagehall.co.uk

Bookings:
Sarah Zorab

01420 520361
www.froylevillagehall.co.uk

News from the Village Hall
It already seems a long time ago but Carols round the Christmas Tree were again
enjoyed by everybody who attended. Thanks are due to all those who helped including
Jane Palmer on the joanna, Nigel Southern as Master of Ceremonies, June Trim for
the always excellent mince pies, David Robertson for the mulled wine which kept
out the cold and Karen and Andrew Potter for almost everything else.

A new Froyle tradition was established in which the singing of carols was interspersed
with the telling of Xmas cracker jokes the only one of which I can remember is:

Q. What sort of pizza does Santa like best?

A. One that is deep and crisp and even.

(Now be honest, did you get it (deep-pan)? According to the Professor of Linguistics
at the University of Sheffield this joke is almost too clever relying as it does on word
play and a knowledge of pizza production and the words of a popular carol.)

The much heralded 'snow machine' put in an appearance but sadly no snow was
forthcoming. We are told that a blocked nozzle was the problem. A sub-committee
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has been set up to investigate, report back and, if necessary, take disciplinary action.

The hall has now a card reader which
should be a boon to those who arrive at
events organised by the Hall Committee
without any cash.

The hall enjoys high speed broadband
which is underused at present. We hope
to again make a computer available at
the Meeting Place – if we can find one.
Does anybody have an unused one we
can ‘clean’ and reuse? Anyone who
would like help using the computer

should let us know as we could restart classes if there is sufficient interest.

Nick Whines and David Robertson are the nominated guardians of the defibrillator
outside the village hall. We are looking for a another guardian. We are currently
investigating the possibility of running a first aid evening which would include the
use of the defibrillator. Again please let us know if you would like to attend.

The date of the next Froyle Film Night is Friday 27 March when we shall be showing
'Stan and Ollie', the story of Hollywood's greatest comedy double act. It promises
to be so heart warming that it could melt your ice cream. You may wonder what
happened to the previously announced 'Mrs Lowry and son'. Well, it was reviewed
by the Film Night selection sub-committee and found to be .......frankly boring.

There is a rumour that skiffle is finally coming to Froyle. The booking is not until
next year so you will have to contain your excitement.

If  there are events you would like to see take place in the hall which you think would
be popular. Do not hesitate to let us know: we won't necessarily make you organise
them!

There have recently been complaints of cars parking with their wheels on the
pavement/footpath near the hall causing inconvenience to pedestrians. If you are
using the hall or dropping people off please park in the car park if there are spaces
available and if the car park is full please park on the road, NOT on the pavement;
it’s wide enough. Do not block drive ways.

Finally the Village Hall Committee would like to thank the Fete Committee for their
donation of £2000 to help pay for the recent work on the windows and the repairs
to the beams above the front door. This is much appreciated. .

Nick Whines Hon Sec Froyle Village Hall (23130)
secretary@froylevillagehall.co.uk



The Meeting Place
The Meeting Place takes place every Friday morning in the Village
Hall from 10 am until 12 noon. If you are new to the Village do
come and join us for tea, coffee and homemade cake and meet
up with friends and neighbours.
We collect used postage stamps for charity, sell the local paper
and postage stamps and we have a selection of books and
magazines to borrow. We also welcome fresh, local produce to
sell: eggs, vegetables in season and flowers.
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Cake Bakers for February

7th Gina Kemp Lucia Lindblom Marje Heyhurst Pam Green

14th Lisa Bowler Claire McMullen Jenny Thomas Janet Dobson
21st Alison Lopes Louise Marston Mary Chaplin Sheila Cottington

28th Julie Southern Jenny Gove Sarah Basey Tina Masam

Please let us know if you are unable to bake on your day, we can always accept cakes
in advance and put them in the freezer! If you could tell us, by Thursday, what cake
you are planning to bake it would be much appreciated. Thank you.

Kitchen Helpers for February

7th Julie Southern Kerris Edmondson
14th Yvonne Irvine Marje Heyhurst
21st Louise Marston Ali Maude
28th Katherine Gilmour Nigel Southern

Please arrange swaps amongst yourselves, but do let us know if there are any problems.
With the later start time there is no need to be at the Hall about 10.15am.

Gill Bradley (520484) gahbradley@gmail.com
Susie Robertson (520820) sjrinfroyle@gmail.com
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The Froyle Games Club
Monday 3rd February, 2020

2.30 – 4.30pm in the Village Hall

The emphasis is always on having a good time, as we play all sorts
of card and board games - Scrabble and Five Crowns are the
current favourites. The charge is only £2 per head, to include
tea/coffee and biscuits. So do come and join us on the 3rd for a
couple of hours of good old-fashioned fun!

Caroline Findlay (22019)
David Robertson (520820)

Thursdays , 9 :4 5 am  -11 :4 5 am  ( during term  t im es)
Froy le Village Hall

All babies  and toddlers  w elcom e w ith carers  - on ly  £ 2 per fam ily.
Com e and join  us  for crafts , s ongs , s tories  and lots  and lots  of toy s  in  a

lov ely, relax ed s et t ing.
Any ques tions  pleas e  call or mes s age  Molly on 07595354619.
Pleas e  s earch “Froyle  Baby and Toddler Group” on face book.

6 th February  2 0 2 0 J un gle week

13 th February  2 0 2 0 Baby Sensor y  Sca r f week

2 0 th February 2 0 2 0 Disn ey week

2 7 th February 2 0 2 0 Teddy Bear  week

Froy le Baby  and Toddler Group
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Froyle Village Hall
Doors open 7 p.m.

Film starts 7.30 p.m.

Price = £8.00
(payment in advance would be

appreciated)

FROYLE FILM NIGHT
PROUDLY PRESENTS:

Rated PG

For catering purposes, if you plan to attend please contact:
Karen Potter (01420 520294)

‘STAN•&•OLLIE’

FRIDAY 27TH MARCH

starring
STEVE COOGAN &

JOHN C REILLY

Includes a sausage bap &
ice cream

(to be available before the film starts)

The true story of Hollywood’s
greatest comedy double act, Laurel
and Hardy. This is the heart-
warming story of what would
become the pair’s triumphant
farewell tour and shows their love
of performing, as well as for each
other.

Pay Bar Available
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February News from The Froyle Archive

In 1965 Lilian Smither wrote of the demolition of “Five Cottages” (as they were
known then) in the Hampshire Magazine. “This group of five old cottages, situated
in the village street at Lower Froyle have been demolished by order of the Rural
District Council. Certainly very old indeed, having been built in 1724, as shown
on a tablet over the front door of the second cottage, and also bearing the initials
T&W.C. Unfortunately the names of the persons commemorated cannot be
established. The cottages were built of stone and brick with timber supports and
tiled roofs. Maybe they all had thatched roofs in 1724; the fifth cottage retained
it’s thatch roof until recent years, and here and there a modern window replaced
the old.

The cottages, known as Westbrook Cottages, were built round a bend in the road,
so that when approaching the first cottage the fifth one was not in sight, causing
a blind bend line of sight for motorists. They were so planned that the front doors
were quite separate, and not in view of each other, so that the occupants could
not see who was calling on their neighbours. The first cottage stood back, the
second jutted out, the third lay back, the fourth jutted out and the fifth again
stood back.

They all had ample gardens, well stocked with vegetables and fruit trees and at one
time were well cultivated and tended. Each cottage contained different accommo-
dation, ranging from one to three bedrooms, with here and there a cellar.



There were two wells, one inside the second cottage and one in the garden, which
served all the cottages, until the water main came into the village in the 1930s.
One can imagine the gossip which went on around the wheel and bucket of those
old wells. The sanitary arrangements in the garden were, of course, quite inade-
quate.

Now the cottages are gone completely and the motorist has a clear view and so
will be able to travel even faster, at this point.”

The material salvaged after the demolition was used as part of the construction of
the modern day “Semley House” and “Coxes Meadow”.

The photograph above, taken from the left hand side of “Box House” (formerly
“The Travellers Rest”) clearly shows their layout, which had changed little since they
were painted by William Anderson at the end of the 19th Century.

In future future magazines we hope to ‘visit’ other places that no longer exist.
Chris & Annette Booth (22364)
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Claire and I arrived in Froyle in 1986 where we first met
Bill Stanford, a Colonel of the Royal Horse Artillery. He
and Margaret had moved to Beech Cottage in the late
1960’s. In true style they made us most welcome. Bill ran a
local rough shoot between Holybourne Down and Froyle,
which he kindly invited me to join. We would parade at
“Butler’s” Barn high up above Holybourne. The Colonel,
with first Daniel then Daisy the spaniel to heel, and once
pipe was lit, would give us our orders for the morning
drives. As many will know The Down is steeply undulating
and like The Grand Old Duke, he would cheerfully march

us up to the top and down again…and again! (any muttering under breath by guns
or beaters not allowed).

The Boxing Day shoot with all our attendant families beating was the highlight of
the season. With his sons Hugh and Giles and daughter Nicola all pressed into
service. Margaret provided the much needed, mid-morning drink and delicious
mince pies. Every shoot was a jolly occasion.

Having a Gun also involved being under-keeper. Out of season, Bill would
enthusiastically lead teams of us, armed with chainsaws, axes and brush cutters into
the deepest of thorn thickets. Thus, encouraged by Bill’s humour and energy we
would set-to. Emerging hours later pricked and hot, having opened another ride
in “Angels Heaven” or one of the other woods to which we laid claim.

Bill was a true Countryman and Gentleman. Shooting aside, he was also a member
of the Bentley Fly Fishers. For many years his dedication and love of the sport was
marked by frequent sightings of his blue Land Rover parked not far from the River
Wey. He was either fishing or acting as ghillie, clearing weed for which, on
occasions, several of the Shoot would willingly be volunteered to help.

He and Margaret also loved the Isle of Mull and Perthshire, where they would
holiday with friends, walking, bird watching and exploring the crags and mountains.
A keen ornithologist and member of the Ornithological Society he travelled to
among others Burma and Ethiopia with fellow members seeking the more exotic
of native and migratory birds.

In the 1990’s Bill and Margaret moved to Bamber Cottage. Not long afterwards
the lease for the shooting right was not renewed and with great sadness Bill closed
the shoot down. Never daunted he threw himself with even greater energy into
caring for the River Wey.

Bill you are much missed.

Jonathan Moore

William “Bill” Stanford – A memory.
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Bill’s family have asked us to let everyone know that there will be a Service of
Thanksgiving for Bill at St Mary’s, Upper Froyle at 11.30 am on Tuesday, 25th

February, and afterwards at the Froyle Village Hall, to which all are welcome.

Plant Stall: Froyle Open Gardens 2020

We have decided to have a plant stall outside the Village Hall over
the NGS weekend (6th/7th June) as it proved so successful last year.

Any of your excess plants or rooted cuttings would be gratefully received.
Perennials, summer bedding, vegetable and indoor plants all proved
popular last year! Also empty plant pots are needed for potting up.

If you are happy to nurture plants until June just bring them to the Hall on the
Saturday. Otherwise, I can collect, especially if potting up is needed. Plants and
pots could also be left at Old Brewery House, Husseys Lane, in the open garage.

Proceeds will go to the NGS, which supports many charities including Macmillan
Cancer Support, The Queen’s Nursing Institute, Parkinson’s UK, Mind and
Treloar’s.

Contact: viviennesexton@hotmail.com 01420 520098
Vivienne Sexton

A picture of  rural life, Roy
Norkett enjoying a walk with
a number of his canine friends.
Roy has been a Froyle resident
for almost 50 years, previously
the Farm Manager for
Goschens Farm and Parish
Councillor for thirty years,
probably one of  the best
known and respected residents
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February Report for the Froyle Magazine
A gathering of members and friends enjoyed our
annual New Year Lunch party on 25th•January.
Sadly a number were unable to attend due to ill
health and we wish them well. Special thanks go to
Gill who organised the lunch and praise too for the
efficient helpers in the kitchen, the ‘waiters’ and
‘dishwashers’, the delicious desserts and other dishes
brought by members, Barbara for the raffle, Geoff
for the closely contested quizzes and not least all
those who helped clear away so swiftly••- it was
truly a great team effort.

Our first speaker of the year on Friday 6th February• at 7.30 pm is Andrew Halstead with
the intriguing title " Bugs that Bite Back".

Don't forget that we have a monthly competition, on this occasion a photograph, title
"Winter".

May I remind you that annual subscriptions are now due £10. Visitors are always welcome
£2.

Wishing you good gardening in 2020.
Anne Blunt (22262) a.blunt247@btinternet.com

June Stevens
1942-2019

I was sad to hear of  the death of  “June the Milk”.

June Stevens died on the 13 December 2019. She delivered our milk in Froyle and
Holybourne from 1957 to 2000. She was greatly missed when she retired.

Ann Figgins
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Medicine for the Soul
FREE audio books

From the Hampshire Library

Following my article about audio books during last year, I thought I would
let you know of another source of audiobooks, namely the Hampshire
(Alton) Library… you can do the whole thing without having to leave your
armchair and THEY ARE FREE!
You will need to do the following:
1. Go to the this webpage and register (NB include your email address) :

https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library
2. You will then receive, via email, your Borrower Number and an

invitation to set your PIN number (4 numbers).
3. Then download the BorrowBox app from the AppStore, into which

you will need to load the library name (Alton), your Borrower
Number and email address.

4. Go onto https://hampshire.spydus.co.uk and browse through the
thousands of titles new and old, fiction and non-fiction to download.

5. You do need to be careful to either look under the “eBooks and
eAudio Books” section; alternatively you can insert a title in the
Search box, but make sure they are holding what you are looking for
in eBook form – you can tell as they are marked “1 online resource (1
audio file)”.

And that’s all there is too it – Happy listening!
P.S. A couple of recommended audio books:
“The Human Factor” by Graham Greene, read by Tim Pigott-Smith; and
“Ned Sherrin” by Ned Sherrin and read by the author.

David Robertson (520820)



Neighbourhood Watch Relaunch

John Thursfield has decided to step down as Neighbourhood Watch coordinator and
we should thank him for his efforts on behalf of the community. It has been suggested
that we now take the opportunity to relaunch the scheme in Froyle. But does Froyle
need Neighbourhood Watch?

Neighbourhood Watch is about making sure that no one has to feel afraid, vulnerable
or isolated in the place where they live. It's about people looking out for each other,
crossing barriers of age, race and background to create strong, cohesive communities
that benefit everyone.

Neighbourhood Watch provides the eyes and ears of the community. As a result, it
has been shown that Neighbourhood Watch areas are far less likely to be targeted by
criminals and this can sometimes result in lower insurance premiums.

Traditionally, Neighbourhood Watch activities have focused on the immediate vicinity
of homes, with members looking out for anything suspicious and helping to prevent
typical rural crimes like theft from outbuildings and fly tipping. However, more and
more schemes are broadening their work to target a range of other problems such as
cyber-crime, scams, anti-social behaviour, vandalism and fraud.

If we do relaunch the scheme membership will be available to any household in Froyle
free of charge who wants to join. Members will become part of a communication
network passing information to and from the police and other agencies. So if there
is a spate of burglaries in your area you will be among the first to know. If there are
tricksters operating locally you will be forewarned. If you have concerns about the
security of your home or are worried that your bank details have been stolen advice
will be available.

Among the membership we will need to appoint co-ordinators in Upper and Lower
Froyle to be the first point of contact for local residents and the wider community
and ensure a smooth flow of information and communication between the police and
scheme members, and other relevant agencies.14
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Co-ordinators pass concerns from the community about criminal or anti-social
behaviour on to the police and create a way to regularly interact with the police to
discuss community safety issues. Co-ordinators will need deputies of course to ensure
that the scheme is resilient.

Being a member of Neighbourhood Watch means being a good neighbour and caring
about the local area. It requires little more than common sense and being aware. It
doesn’t mean interfering in other people’s business; just that your neighbours will
look out for you, your family, your home and your village, and you will do the same
for them.

Neighbourhood Watch schemes only work when the scheme members engage with
it – it has to be a community initiative. The co-ordinator can’t be expected to do
everything.• If nobody turns up to meetings or responds to emails or social media
posts, the scheme will fizzle out.

Although it does happen, fortunately the crime rate in Froyle is low. Froyle is already
an active caring community where by and large we do look out for each other. We
already have basic communication systems through the Magazine, email lists, the
Meeting Place and Facebook. So do we really need Neighbourhood Watch? That’s
what the Parish Council would like to find out. So please either write to the Parish
Clerk, email him or ring him on as soon as possible with your views. Is it a good idea?
Would your household want to join? If your arm were twisted would you consider an
active role perhaps?

We will hold a meeting in the spring to discuss how we go forward. And if you already
have experience of Neighbourhood Watch please let us know (mobile 07979 030571
email clerk@froyleparishcouncil.co.uk).

You can find a lot of  information about Neighbourhood Watch at
www.ourwatch.org.uk

Nick Whines on behalf of Froyle Parish Council

U3A Alton
February’s Monthly Meeting has a local flavour. Colin Channor has been a journalist since
leaving school at 18. He has been a Sports editor and editor of many newspapers here and
abroad, including the Alton Herald. On February 21st at 2.00 in the Community Centre,
Colin will share with us the experiences of those times. All welcome, further information
on the U3A Web site.

Penelope Kennedy (85888)

15



16

Froyle Wildlife

Volunteers Wanted to Build a Willow Dome on Froyle
Recreation Ground, Saturday 29th February

Froyle Wildlife will be erecting a living willow dome (similar to the one pictured
below) on the recreation ground on Saturday 29th February from 10am – 12
pm and then 1pm – 3pm.

We are hoping that this will provide a lovely natural place for residents (most
likely the younger ones!) to use. Willow domes are also beneficial for wildlife,
specifically insects and birds.

No experience necessary, the work will include clearing a circular ring in which
to push the willow rods, weaving and tying in the rods and mulching the area
with bark. The dome will have a diameter of 3 metres and be approximately 1.5-
1.8 metres tall.

Tea, coffee and cake will be provided! Please bring along gardening
gloves and secateurs if you have them.

If the weather is bad we will postpone until Sunday 1st March, or the following
weekend.

Please come along and support this wonderful, new community project.

This project has been supported by Froyle Parish Council, who have worked to
secure a grant for the cost – thank you for their work!

Jenny Mathews
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Froyle Rainfall for December 2019
and for the whole of 2019

This year 142.5 mm 5.6 ins

Last year 99 mm 3.9 ins

Wettest December (1989) 167 mm 6.6 ins

Driest December (1988) 17 mm 0.7 ins

December long-term average – the wettest month 86 mm 3.4 ins

Total rainfall for the whole of 2019 841 mm 33.1 ins

Long-term average for the year as a whole 785.8 mm 30.9 ins

“The Umbrella Man”

With the third highest rainfall since 1978,
December is now officially the wettest
month in the calendar, having ousted both
November and October for that honour.
Indeed we have not suffered a wetter month
since January 2014 nor, at 359.5 mm, a
wetter final quarter since 2009. Because, in
the middle fortnight, we had 122 mm of
rain, the most in a two week period since
my records began! So - as not predicted last
month - for the first time in 25 years, five of
the last 7 months of 2019 were above
average, hence the year as a whole was the
highest since 2014.
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Lent Lunches 2020

It's that time of year already, and our first Lent lunch takes place on Ash Wednesday,
which this year is February 26th.

For those who have not attended any before, they are a simple affair of bread & cheese
and home made soups. They run from 12.30 to 2 pm on each of the Wednesdays and
the donations given by attendees go to a charity chosen by the hostess.

Ash Wednesday February 26th•at•Beech Cottage,•in aid of•Farms for city children.
Please park at the village hall and walk from there as parking on site limited.

Caroline Findlay 22019

March 4th•at•Brecklands•in aid of•RNLI.

Jo Mills 22384

March 11th•at•Old Court•in aid of•Royal Osteoporosis Society.• Parking limited.
Sarah Roberts has kindly offered the use of her drive at The Old Dairy, Old Court
100 yards from there.

Sarah Zorab• 520361

March 18th•at•St Katherine's•in aid of•Naomi House & Jack's Space.

Janet Dobson• 23340

March 25th•at•Copse Hill Farm in aid of•Outdoor Learning Treloars.

Jane Macnabb• 23195

April 1st•at•Warren Cottage in aid of•Crohns & Colitis UK.••Please park at the
village hall.

Gillian Pickering• 23209

We look forward to seeing many of you there!

Jenny Gove 23697



Dear all,

Although by this stage in the winter we often begin to feel we have suffered dark gloomy
days, muddy lanes and rain for far too long, just think how hard it was before electric light,
central heating and warm cars. The days would have felt truly dreary with the prospect of
many more to come before spring, so it is not surprising that people welcomed an opportunity
to recognise the gradual passing of winter, such as Candlemas Day which always falls on
February 2. This day marks the halfway point between the shortest day of the year and the
spring equinox. Although it is seldom recognised these days, Candlemas Day is so called
because it was the day when all the candles to be used in the church in the coming year were
brought into church so they could be blessed, hence a ‘mass’ for the Candles.
But in the church calendar and in a merging of Christian and pre-Christian traditions,
Candlemas is also a festival to commemorate the ritual purification of Mary, forty days after
the birth of Jesus. At one time women were not allowed to take Communion or even attend
Church until they had been ‘purified’ after giving birth. This practice was usually referred to
as ‘cleansing’ and even in more recent times it was commonly known as being ‘churched’,
after the birth of a baby. But such references now seem not only archaic, but are alien concepts
for modern ears more used to equality of the sexes and tolerance of life styles.
What is more acceptable to current thinking is the idea of giving thanks for the safe arrival
of a child and the health of its mother. Not so long ago childbirth was a highly hazardous
procedure and infant mortality was tragically high. Even today, with modern obstetrics and
health care, birth is not without risk and many of us have sighed with relief at the news that
a loved one has been safely delivered of a healthy baby. So thinking of Mary and other
mothers in ages past, it is no wonder that those around them were glad to give thanks to
God, even if they did deem it ‘purification’.
Here in the Benbinfro team, we’ve been thinking about this little-known festival and decided
it has also made us reflect on how old traditions can adapt with the times. We may not be
banning new mothers from Church these days, nor are we dreading the long dark weeks of
winter to the degree people once did, but we can still reinterpret former practices and find
something meaningful and relevant to modern life. The ancient churches of our Benefice,
rich in their glorious histories, can provide new inspiration for our mission in faith, with old
and new growing together.
And perhaps now, at the beginning of February when the days are often grey and dank,
when we may still have weeks of snow, sleet and rain ahead of us before the warmer months
of spring, we might recognise Candlemas for its dual significance and give thanks for both
the lengthening of our days and for the love of Mary, safely delivered of her son.

Blessings,
Yann & The Team
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ST MARY’S CHURCH NOTES
Vicar: The Reverend Yann Dubreuil Tel: 07777 684 533 yann@benbinfro.org

Administrator: Tel 01420 23339 e-mail admin@benbinfro.org

Churchwarden:
Mr. William Knowles
Park Edge
Upper Froyle
Tel: 01420 23164
wbk@wbknowles.com

Benefice Pastoral Care:
Nick Carter (472861)

Anna Chaplain:
Nicky Smallwood

07765 058593
annachaplain@benbinfro.co.uk

February Services
Sunday 2nd
8.00am Froyle Holy Communion
9.30am Binsted Holy Communion
5.00pm Bentley Live@5 with food served at 4.30 pm
Sunday 9th
9.30am Bentley Morning Worship with Children’s Church
11.00am Froyle Holy Communion
3.30pm Binsted Messy Church
Sunday 16th
9.30am Binsted Morning Worship
11.00am Froyle Holy Communion with anointing for healing
5.00pm Bentley Live @5 with food served at 4.30pm
Sunday 23rd
8.00am Binstead Holy Communion
9.30am Bentley Holy Communion & Children’s Church
6.30pm Froyle Evensong
Wednesday 26th - Ash Wednesday
9.30am Froyle Ash Wednesday Holy Communion
7.00pm Binstead Ash Wednesday Holy Communion
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Church Round-Up

Christmas……

……seems a long time ago, but a big thank you to all who helped make our church
Christmas celebrations a success – in particular to those who helped to decorate the
church to the usual high and imaginative standard. It was good to see a big ‘delegation’
from Burnham Square at the Carol Service – definitely contributed to the terrific
atmosphere at that service!!

Thank you also ……

…….to those who came to help do a clear up at the churchyard last week-end; the
results of the fight-back against encroaching moss and ivy is definitely noticeable!

Looking ahead

Lent starts before the end of February – the first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, is on
26th Feb, when we hold a lovely contemplative service in the church at 9:30 am;
alternatively, you can attend a similar service in Binsted at 7:00 pm that evening. Not
long thereafter, on Sunday 8th March, the Bishop of Basingstoke, Bishop David, will
be giving the sermon at our 11:00 service – he is a powerful speaker, well worth
listening to; that afternoon, he will conduct a service in Bentley (Live@Five) at which
12 people from the Benefice, including some from Froyle, will be formally confirmed
as full members of the Church – do go along and support them!

More about our events over Easter will appear in the March edition of the Magazine.

Modernisation of church facilities

Since the last report on this, in the November magazine, we have been proceeding
with the lengthy process of getting permission from the Diocese to upgrade and refit
the vestry. The introduction of changes to a Grade I listed building such as the church
is, understandably, tightly controlled. This upgrade, as we said in November, is
intended to be the first of a broader modernisation of the facilities in the church over
the next few years – essential if our unique church, which is such an important part
of what makes Froyle so special, is to remain a relevant part of our community life,
not just for regular churchgoers but for all of us.

We hope to receive this permission in the coming weeks. Drawings showing our
plans for the vestry have been on display in the church for some time. The next step
is for us to finalise and circulate to all who are interested a visual impression of what
the renovated vestry is likely to look like. The ‘look’ of the cabinet units is not yet set
in stone (so to speak) - all feedback on this will be most welcome before we proceed.
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Lent Concert by Alton Choral Society
The Lent concert by the Alton Choral Society will be held in Alton Abbey Church.

They will perform highlights from Duruflé’s Requiem and other choral favourites.

The Concert will be held on Saturday February 29th. It will start at 2.30pm and be
followed by tea.

Tickets cost £10 are available from “Tickets”,•Friends of  Alton Abbey, Alton Abbey,
Beech, Alton, GU34 4AP. Cheques should be made payable to•‘Friends of Alton Abbey’.

Please include a SAE & a telephone number and/or email address.

Events in 2020 will be important fund-raisers for the Friends as we plan to build an
access ramp to the church to make this easier for the less active, and those within
wheelchairs, also the church lighting is to be updated. Please do support us.

For more information email: friendsofaltonabbey@gmail.com

This will be a wonderful start to Lent, so do come and join us.

Church Round-up continued

We also touched in the November magazine on the financial aspects of  this. We have
been able to launch this modernisation project due to some extraordinarily generous
donations. Further funding will be required, and we have to bear in mind that not
only do we need chunky capital amounts for the modernisation, but also we need to
do all this while sustaining our day-to-day regular income to meet our regular
outgoings - small, incremental increases in giving are therefore as welcome as larger
capital contributions. We shall be more specific about all this in the March magazine.

William Knowles Mob: 07775 928933

Froyle 100 Club January Winners
The 100 Club winners for January were:

1st – Jeanette Cray 2nd – Nigel Southern

                                 3rd – Pat Cranford             4th – Gill Bradley

Congratulations to all!

William Knowles 07775 928933

wbk@wbknowles.com



Don’t forget - Small ads are to all Froyle residents (one per month)

So why not advertise items you no longer need, or are looking for, right here?

Or indeed services you can offer or are trying to find?

Just email your text - and a photo if you have one - to magazine@froyle.com

FROYLE SMALL ADS
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DO YOU HAVE A GARAGE / PARKING SPACE TO RENT?
For one vehicle• -•• do•not•require 24 hr access

Preferably Lower Froyle
Please contact Kevin Foster

01420 520253
Kevin.foster@corum-property.net

Advertising in the Froyle Village Magazine
The rates are as follows:

For Froyle businesses: £3.50 +VAT/month for advertisements of up to half a page.
For non-Froyle businesses: £5 +VAT/month for up to half a page.
For both residents and non-residents: £10 +VAT/month for a full page; or

£5 + VAT for a third of a page on inside covers.

All advertising must be requested and paid for through the Parish Clerk at
and copied to

We are pleased that local tradesmen and service providers advertise with us, and hope you
support them. However, we don’t check or endorse them in any way.

A Message from Froyle’s Postwoman
I would like to thank all of the families that gave me tokens of their appreciation of
my service to the community of both Lower and Upper Froyle durring the past year;
I received many lovely gifts that are very much appreciated. I wish you all a very
happy healthy and prosperous 2020.

Roz
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BENTLEY VILLAGE SURGERY

Dr Melanie Way, Dr Abigail Evers, Dr Iona Moore, Dr Natalie Smith

The surgery is open from 8.00am – 6.30pm, Monday to Friday
and the dispensary from

8.30am – 12.30pm and 4.00pm – 6.30pm, Monday to Friday
(except on Wednesday afternoons when the dispensary is closed)

When the surgery is closed please call 111

To register for Online appointment booking and repeat prescriptions, please
ask at Reception.

Tel: 01420 22106 www.bentleysurgery.org.uk



Tucked away in the heart of Hampshire’s rolling green, we’re a true
country pub at heart. Our bar is stocked with great national and local

ales, superb wines from around the world and our menus are
brimming with the finest ingredients.

Tel: 01420 23261 info@anchorinnatlowerfroyle.co.uk

www.anchorinnatlowerfroyle.co.uk
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Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork from the Farm
Meat Boxes from £59,

Fresh•‘Artisan’•Bread,•Fruit+Veg,•Cheese
Local Hampshire produce

HOMEMADE pies, soups ready meals
DEAL OF THE MONTH:

Save over 20% on value bags of organic beef
mince

Mill Farm Shop &

FARM TRAILS OPEN ALL YEAR!
Come and see the animals and enjoy a
walk

Tel/Fax 0142022331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34
4PN

LOGS £6.95/bag or £85/
load

Cafe corner now open
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Quality Bespoke Joinery

Sliding Sash Windows, Doors, Staircases
Custom Made Furniture

Oak Barns Made to Your Own Design

Unit 2A, Blacknest Industrial Park

Blacknest Road, Alton Tel: 01420 22252
Hants GU34 4PX Email: info@bentleyjoinery.co.uk

REFLEXOLOGY
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

With Sarah IIHHT VTCT Qualified
Mobile Therapist for Women

HEALTH & WELLBEING FROM THE FEET UP

Do you suffer from...

STRESS & DEPRESSION ~ LOW ENERGY ~ HEADACHES & MIGRAINES ~ HORMONAL
IMBALANCES ~ INFERTILITY ~ SLEEP DISORDERS ~ ARTHRITIS ~ SINUS PROBLEMS

~ DIGESTIVE DISORDERS ~ HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE ~ BACK & NECK PAIN
If so, Reflexology could help you...

THIS DEEPLY RELAXING NATURAL THERAPY HELPS TO BALANCE THE
BODY‛S SYSTEM AND ORGANS AND HAS MANY ONGOING BENEFITS

To find out more and enjoy this wonderful treatment contact Sarah on ….
Telephone: 01420 587899 or 07979 608016
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AB Plumbing & Heating Services
“Providing Plumbing & Heating solutions for the local community”
Mr A Barry 4 Holmwood Cottages Bentley GU10 5NF

Office 01420 525354 Mobile 077650 74638
Email infoabplumbing@aol.com

“7 DAYS A WEEK”
All aspects of Plumbing & Heating undertaken
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Paul Pascall
Painter and Decorator

Estimates and References Available
01252 328965 Evenings
07803 723530 Daytime

32
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Est.1987

Purchaser of all cars

Classic Cars & British Motor Cycles

01252 715973 or 07831 305963

t:•01722•417873•|•e:•sales@ahs-heating.co.uk

w w w. a h s - h e a t i n g . c o . u k

We offer:

¨ Highly efficient hea�ng•solu�ons•designed•&•installed•for•modern
abodes•to•large•country•homes.

¨ Bespoke•swimming•pool•hea�ng•solu�ons.
¨ Underfloor hea�ng•design,•installa�on•&•overhaul.

All•work•undertaken•to•the•highest•standards•of•care•and•diligence.

Established•friendly•and•professional
Heating•Services•company.

Supporting•your•oil,•gas•and•LPG•appliances.
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Pip Lacey FOOTHEALTH
Routine footcare in the comfort of your own home. Nail

cutting & filing, corn and callus removal, fungal nail
infection, ingrowing toenails, verrucae treatment and

diabetic footchecks.

Pip is a registered nurse (BSc Hons) and Foot Health
Practitioner.

Home visits

Please contact Pip - 07900 927 856
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February
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2

8.00 Church
HC

3

Recycling &
Glass

2.30pm VH
Games Club

4 5 6

9.45 VH
Toddler Group

7.30pm
Gardening Club

7

10.00 VH
Meeting Place

8

9

11.00 Church
HC

10

Rubbish &
Garden Waste

7.45 VH
FPC meeting

11 12 13

9.45 VH
Toddler Group

14

10.00 VH
Meeting Place

15

16

11.00 Church
HC

17

Recycling

18 19 20

9.45 VH
Toddler Group

21

10.00 VH
Meeting Place

22

23

6.30pm Church
Evensong

24

Rubbish &
Garden Waste

25 26

9.30 Church
Ash Weds. HC

12.30 Lent
Lunch

27

9.45 VH
Toddler Group

7.30pm VH
Froyle Film

Night

28

10.00 VH
Meeting Place

29
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Clerk to Parish Council …………………………....Andrew Potter - 07979 030571

                                    clerk@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk
  www.froyleparishcouncil.org.uk

District Councillor ….……. Tony Costigan - 07770 666896 - tony.costigan@easthants.gov.uk
Froyle Village Hall Committee Chairman ……….…..….David Robertson - 520820

www.froylevillagehall.co.uk/
Froyle Gardening Club …………………………………… Anne Blunt - 22262
Froyle Vestments Group .……………………… . . . . . Sarah Thursfield - 23294

www.froylevestmentsgroup.org.uk/
St. Mary’s Flower Rota ………………………………… Sarah Thursfield - 23294
Froyle Archive ………………………………….. Chris & Annette Booth - 22364

www.froyle.com
The Meeting Place …………………………………… Susie Robertson - 520820
Froyle Wildlife……………………………………………. Barry Clark - 23520

  www.froylewildlife.co.uk
 Froyle Village Agent for Age Concern ………………….. Madeleine Black - 23371
Bentley, Binsted & Froyle Care Group (transport to medical appointments) ………  …..- 23440
Police .……… …………………………………..Call 101 (999 in an emergency)
Wildlife Crime Officer    ………………………………………PC Scott Graham

Scott.graham@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
NHS non-emergency  ….………  …………………………………………111
The Benefice of  Bentley, Binsted & Froyle………………   www.benbinfro.co.uk
Froyle Residents’ Facebook Group    …………….………simon@watmore.com

NEXT MONTH’S MAGAZINE DEADLINE
Friday, 21st February 2020

For advertising details, please refer to our rates outlined on page 23.  All
booking enquiries should be addressed in the first instance to:

magazine@froyle.com and copied to clerk@froyleparishcouncil.org.uk.
All magazine contributions should be submitted by the above deadline to:

magazine@froyle.com
Please remember to check out the magazine online at:

http://www.froyle.com/magazine/magazine.htm


